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50 THE MODERN LANGUAGE JOURNAL 

LA BATALLA DEL MARNE. AN EPISODE OF LOS 
CUATRO JINETES DEL APOCALIPSIS. Edited, with 
Notes and Vocabulary, By Federico De OnIs. D. C. Heath 
& Co., 1920. XI+201 pages. 

This publication is the second n the series of Contemporary 
Spanish Texts of which Professor Federico De Onis is general 
editor. 

In the preface the editor states clearly his reasons for selecting 
this part of The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse as representat've 
of Blasco Ibafiez. The universal nature of the theme, the absence 
of anything that might be embarrassing in the classroom, the 
practical nature of the vocabulary, the compelling interest of the 
story, and the charm of the style — all combine to make La batalla del 
Marne the best representative of Blasco Ibafiez for young America. 

The biographical sketch and appreciation give a wealth of 
information, not easily accessible elsewhere, regarding the author 
and h's works. Indeed, the raison d'etre indicated in the preface 
and the complete information contained in the biography leave 
nothing more to be desired in the way of introduction. 

As one reads the text of La batalla del Marne, isolated as it 
is here from the whole of which it is a part, one can not help 
feeling grateful to Professor De Onis for editing this text for the 
use of American students. 

La batalla del Marne has been compared to Victor Hugo's 
Waterloo. The latter is a Napoleonic war document, photographic 
often in exactitude of description, which has become a classic. 
La batalla del Marne is not only a World War document which is 
bound to become a classic: it is, in story form, a drama pulsating 
throughout with tremendous human interest. 

As to the style nothing better could have been selected for 
younger students. The sentences are as clear-cut as O. Henry's; 
usually short, and there is not an involved period in the whole 
story. The diction is practical, picturesque and rich. 

The Notes and the Vocabulary furnish ample help for the 
solution of textual difficulties. A strong point to be noted here is 
the care that has been taken to give the exact English equivalent 
required in each case by the Spanish text. 

Typographically the book is satisfactory. Capitalization and 
accentuation are uniformly according to the best Spanish standard. 
The type is clear and attractive. 

An adventitious point in favor of this story: it is just the right 
length. High School pupils, especially, are apt to weary of any 
lengthy foreign text. 

It seems to the writer that La batalla del Marne is well suited 
to any class from third year high school up, and that all teachers of 
Spanish and lovers of France should hail with delight this edition 
of a masterpiece. Edith Cameron 

Waller High School, Chicago 



